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SEWERAGE, TIMEWELL ROAD TREATMENT PLANT, ALBANY
Mr M.G. House to the Minister representing the Minister for Government Enterprises

In the last six months, has the Water Corporation encountered problems treating the volume of
sewerage entering the Timewell Road Treatment Plant at Albany, necessitating it to discharge primary
treated and/or untreated waste water onto land in the immediate vicinity of the treatment plant?

If yes, approximately how many litres of this effluent/water was pumped on to the above mentioned
land?

Did any of this effluent/water eventually find its way into Seven Mile Creek?
At what stage of treatment was the effluent/water when it was pumped onto the land?

Was the EPA or Waters and Rivers Commission notified that effluent was being pumped from the
Timewell Road Treatment Plant onto adjacent land and not to the Gunn Road Tree Farm?

If yes, what was the response and/or advice received from the EPA and Waters and Rivers
Commission?

Does the Minister expect any environmental issues, such as algal blooms, to develop as a result of this
effluent/water being pumped out of the treatment ponds?

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied:
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Due to heavy rainfall over a short period which infiltrated the sewerage treatment plant, it was
necessary to discharge secondary treated wastewater on to land in the immediate vicinity.

800 kilolitres of secondary wastewater was pumped onto the site.

Water Corporation is unaware of any treated secondary effluent finding its way into the Seven Mile
Creek.

Secondary.
Yes.
The Water and Rivers Commission and EPA requested to be kept informed on the situation.

No, I am advised that the heavy rainfall would have insured rapid dispersion of the secondary treated
effluent.
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